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Welcome to Term 4- There are lots of great things happening as we
head towards the end of our year. Please check the calendar for
dates coming up including Grade 6 graduation on 11th December,
Class parties in Week 9, and the Art Show in Week 7. 

State Wide Transition Day is on Tuesday 10th December. On this day
all students will be in their 2025 classes with their 2025 teacher.
Grade 6 students attend their secondary school on this day as well. 

We invite all our families to our final assembly for 2024 on Friday 6th
December at 2:15pm. This is our awards assembly. There will also be
the announcement of our Ultimate 2024 Student Values Award for
student’s who have received the most values cards this year. 

Last week we celebrated and thanked our teachers for World
Teachers Day! We are so lucky at River Gum to have teachers that
provide learning environments for every student, every day, that
ensure they can be the best that they can be.  

Robyn Trzeciak | RGPS Principal

*We have moved to a
monthly publication in
2024. Our next edition
will be at the end of

November.

‘Together We Can for every child, every day’

As advertised, on Monday 4th November will
be a Curriculum Day, and hence a student-

free day. 

Teachers will be using this day to complete
student reports.



SUN SAFETY
A reminder that students are to wear
their hats in Term 4 when playing
outside. 

Students without a hat will be asked to
play in the shaded area. 

New RGPS bucket hats in your child’s
House colour can be purchased from
the Office. 
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Nude food day2

follow us on www.rivergumps.vic.edu.au

As part of their project focusing on ‘Life on

Land and Life below Sea’, Nudara, Kevin, Elias,

Mariam, Kabir and Ruby from the Masterclass

have been running two Nude Food Days. These

days encouraged RGPS students to reduce

their amount of rubbish in their lunchboxes.

This helps their overall aim of reducing the

impact that we have on our local wildlife. 

As a school we were able to reduce our total

number of rubbish in students lunch boxes by
over 40%!

We wish these students all the best in their

final presentation at Bunjil Place on 18th
November.

https://www.rivergumps.vic.edu.au/


We encourage all Year 6
families to save the date for

our upcoming Year 6
graduation ceremony. 

This will be a fantastic
opportunity to celebrate
students past 7 years of

schooling so we hope to see
everyone there!

Year 6 graduation5

Chess semi-finals4
In week 3 of this term, 3 of our students
represented River Gum at the Northern

Star Chess Semi-Finals at Karingal Primary
School. Dylan, Rasmey and Andy were part
of the top 30% at Regionals and qualified
fo the next step. Unfortunately the boys

were unable to make it through to the finals
but they did River Gum proud to get this

far. 

We look forward to getting one step further
next year. 

follow us on www.rivergumps.vic.edu.au

https://www.rivergumps.vic.edu.au/


ATTENDANCE6
We are excited to announce that the circus is coming to River Gum! 

Well ... kind of. 

This year to acknowledge those students who consistently attend school, we will
be awarding the top 10% of students with the highest attendance for the year.

They will receive a ticket to join an incursion held here at RGPS ran by ‘The Circus
Crew’. Students will get the chance to use juggling balls, diabolos, spinning plates,

hula hoops, ribbons, stilts and even some human balance. 



HOUSE POINTS7

It’s official - the winners of the House Cup this year will get the opportunity to
create their own yummy fruit smoothie using a smoothie bike! This prize will be
awarded to the house who earns the most house points. A reminder that house

point sticks are worth 1 point, value cards are worth 5 points and Principal’s Pride
awards are worth a staggering 15 points. 

Every point counts!

Below is an update on the house point totals this year so far. Well done to the
Purple Parrots.

Download the Compass parent guide here:
https://cdn.compass.education/knowledgebase/Compass

ParentGuide.pdf

https://cdn.compass.education/knowledgebase/CompassParentGuide.pdf
https://cdn.compass.education/knowledgebase/CompassParentGuide.pdf


Rugby Gala Day
The 16th of October River Gum had a Rugby Gala Day for the year
5&6’s. It was a fun day with lots of fun games while playing other

schools. River Gum had a tackle and touch team where both
teams did well. We would like to say a big thank you to Miss Rixon

and Mr Fenner for coaching the teams. By Masoma and Robert

Athletics 
We would like to congratulate Zeph in R27 who qualified for

Region Athletics in Discus. 

Physical Education: Bike Ed
 This term students have started learning about Bike Ed. The last 2

weeks we had Sonia from Auscycle visit to teach the students
about bike safety. 

Sonia has taught about:
·        How to fit a helmet 

·       The ABCDE bike check 
·       How to break safely 

·       How to ride as a group
·       How to identify hazards to avoid accidents
·       How to ride safely following the road rules 

SPORTS UPDATE8



We’re excited to announce that Round 8 of the Get Active Kids Voucher Program is now
open!  

Round 8 is open for voucher and reimbursement applications from Wednesday 9 October
2024, until the funding allocation runs out. Eligible families can apply for either a $200

voucher or reimbursement for each eligible child. 

To be eligible, your child/dependent must be: 
·       a Victorian resident 

·       aged 0 to 18 years old 
·       named on a Health Care Card and Medicare Card, or 

·       named on a Pensioner Concession Card and Medicare Card. 
Special consideration may apply if your child/dependent is a Victorian resident, aged zero

to 18 years old and is currently residing in Victorian Care Services or a temporary visa
holder, undocumented migrant or international student. 

How do I use my voucher?
Present your voucher code to your activity provider when you pay and get up to $200 off

the cost of registration and membership (as well as any included uniforms and equipment).
Choose your activity provider carefully as there are no cancellations for change of mind. 
Apply for a voucher while the round is open and use it for a summer sport, winter sport or

term-based activity until vouchers expire on Tuesday 29 April 2025.                    
Apply for a voucher

Get active kids program9

How do I apply for reimbursement?
If you have already paid for your child’s activity,

you can apply for reimbursement.
You must have paid for your child’s activity

between 1 July 2024 until the time of submitting
the application to be eligible for reimbursement. 

Apply for reimbursement
 

More information is available on the Get Active
Kids Voucher Program page.

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsportandrecreationvictoria.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-tdhliidd-ndddiuhuyl-t%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKerrie.Ford%40education.vic.gov.au%7C85a99649a1604f40eb1908dcf79d59fd%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638657502393414943%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QQHxCECwLL8o%2BWVaoO9381zOW%2BIAHThDE4lCokxRxkk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/apply-for-vouchers/?tab=get-reimbursed1


Dear parents and carers,  
In Term 4, 2024, families with a child enrolled in a government school from Prep

to Year 12 in 2025 will receive the one-off $400 School Saving Bonus.
 

The $400 School Saving Bonus provides families with support for education-
related costs, such as school activities and/or school uniforms and textbooks.

 
The School Saving Bonus is not available for full-fee international students, home
schooled students, TAFE students and students attending kindergarten in 2025. 

 
Actions for parents and carers:

Before 18 October 2024, the Department of Education is asking parents and
carers to:

-              Complete enrolment: If your child, or children are changing government
school for Term 1 2025, or starting Prep or Year 7 in 2025. For more information,

read about Enrolling in School.  
- Check your contact information: Ensure your email address and phone number

is up to date with us. You can check this information by contacting us directly.
 

We need to ensure your contact information is up to date as the Department of
Education will email you twice:

- in October, to verify your email address
- in November, with your $400 School Saving Bonus and access to an online

system.
Please check your junk mail regularly to make sure you do not miss an important

email.
To learn more about the School Saving Bonus, download the School Saving Bonus

Information sheet for government school parents and carers or visit
vic.gov.au/school-saving-bonus. 

School saving bonus10

https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
mailto:https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/SSB_information_government_school_parents_carers.docx
mailto:https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/SSB_information_government_school_parents_carers.docx
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-saving-bonus




Lifelong LEARNING 12
Foundies at Myuna Farm

On Tuesday 22nd October we went on our very 1st excursion to Myuna Farm!

When we arrived, we were greeted by the friendly staff, chickens, ducks and
enormous peacocks. We watched an educational show about life on the farm
and practiced milking a goat. We went for a walk on the pasture and patted
baby animals in the nursery. We fed a flock of sheep, a herd of deer, baby

guinea pigs and made friends with Alice the camel. 

We used all our strength to grind wheat to make flour and then went on an
adventurous train ride along the wetlands, where we saw fruit bats. We

carefully went on a trail walk across a pier and dashed through long wavy
grass. 

We loved our visit to Myuna Farm!



Lifelong LEARNING 13

Monash University BIO-Eyes Incursion

On Thusday 17th of October a group of students were invited
to a Monash University program for high ability students to

examine a type of fish called a Zebra fish. 
We learned about how Zebra fish get pregnant with a male

and how the eggs are made and what they look like. 
We also looked at baby fishes and used a microscope to look

inside of it - we could do that because of it being
transparent. We learned lots of fun facts about Zebra fishes. 

We worked in groups of 3 to 4 and discovered their body
parts and how the baby fishes grow. 

At the end we did questions from the start of the lesson and
tried to answer using everything we learnt. We think that the

program is a fun way to learn about biomedical science.

By Mohammad Yousufi and Gulalai Asadi (R27)



LIFELONG LEARNING14

follow us on www.rivergumps.vic.edu.au

https://www.rivergumps.vic.edu.au/


In Term 3, the senior school students participated in a “Shark
Tank” project, they were grouped together to brainstorm and

research ideas for improving or changing aspects of River
Gum Primary School.

After weeks of brainstorming, researching, and refining their
pitches, the students finally presented their ideas to the

"sharks." Their presentations consisted of costs, the
importance and what was needed to achieve their idea. 

This was their opportunity to showcase a range of innovative
concepts, including new playground equipment, classroom

pets, a prayer room, a wellbeing room, and much more.

The students have gained valuable skills in teamwork,
communication, and critical thinking. Their Shark Tank

experience had not only been an academic exercise but a
powerful lesson in creativity and innovation.

WONDOUROUS WELLBEING15



Notices for the Year 4 and Year 6 camps in 2025 have been
sent hone. Please see the posters below for the dates,

cost and itinerary of each camp. 
We encourage families to utilise their ‘School Saving

Bonus’ to cover the cost of these camps. 
We hope to see all students there!

epic engagement16



Term 4 calendar17 Keep this handy! 

NOTE: Some events may be subject to change. Please refer to
Compass and our Facebook page for updates.  






